
Boating on the

River Murray

IT’S YOUR RIVER – 
PLEASE LOOK AFTER IT!

MURRAY WATCH
is watching 

To report environmental damage, oil and 
fuel spills, pollution, navigation hazards or 
dangerous or antisocial behaviour, phone

8531 0710 (24 hours)

Safe speed
  Always travel at a safe speed and observe 

speed limits. Your travelling speed should be 
altered according to your circumstances and 
the conditions.

  Travel at 4 knots when you are:

   within 50m of a person in the water, a 
vessel or buoy displaying a blue and 
white flag (indicating the presence 
of a diver) or a person on a small, 
unpowered recreational vessel (such as 
a kayak or canoe)

  within marinas, mooring areas or boat 
havens and other restricted areas

  within 30 metres of another vessel which 
may be adversely affected by your wash, 
or a boat being launched or retrieved

  within 100m of a ferry crossing

  operating a personal watercraft in the 
backwaters of the River Murray.

Be aware that you must obey any signs 
displaying changes to the speed limit, as well 
as any rules relevant to specific areas. 
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Maximum Fun 
Minimum Impact!

D id you grow up on the River Murray, or are you 
a first time visitor? The tips within this brochure 

will help you to be aware of and reduce the effects 
of human impact on our River Murray environment.

www.murraycare.com.au

  Observe local  
area rules.

  Respect the right  
of others to peace  
and quiet.

  Minimise wake and 
wash near riverbank.
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4 KNOTS



Be aware of any local rules which 
may apply and obey signs and 

marker buoys. They exist for your safety.

Look after our river
   Plastics and other waste are dangerous to 

wildlife. Please stow rubbish so it doesn’t 
blow into the river. 

   It is an offence to operate an excessively 
noisy boat that will annoy other people and 
wildlife. Open exhausts and very loud sound 
systems are illegal.

   Avoid spilling fuel or oil in the river. 

   Help conserve native vegetation and the 
animals that rely on vegetation for food 
and a home. Bring your own firewood or 
use a gas BBQ. Light campfires only in a 
fire pit or where a fire has been lit in the 
past. Be bushfire aware and be aware of 
any fire bans.

  The River Murray is rich in Aboriginal history. 
Be aware that it is an offence to disturb 
Aboriginal sites or objects.

   Take only photos – leave only footprints.

Be safe 
   Plan your trip and notify a responsible 

person of your plans. 

  Carry appropriate repair equipment and take 
a torch, map, compass and survival kit if on 
a wilderness trip. 

  Wear a personal flotation device (commonly 
referred to as a lifejacket). 

On and below the water
  Look out for swimmers, sandbars, reed 

areas and other floating or semi submerged 
obstacles and snags. Remember that snags 
provide valuable habitat and breeding areas 
for fish and other aquatic organisms, and 
that birds nest in reed areas. 

  Use environmentally friendly products (e.g. 
phosphate-free detergents and soaps).

   Use waste disposal stations to pump out 
grey/black water.

Watch your wash
Boat wash is the turbulence 
created by your water craft 
as it moves through the water. 
It impacts on other boats and 
people in the water and on the sensitive banks of 
the river which are susceptible to erosion. 

You must be aware of your boat’s effect on the 
river and take necessary action to reduce its 
impact on the river environment.

Mindful mooring
  Observe mooring notifications and 

restrictions. Use designated mooring sites 
provided by local councils for up to 48 hours.

  When mooring away from town 
use large tent pegs or 
carefully tie up to 
large trees away from 
the water’s edge to 
ensure riverbanks 
and vegetation are not 
damaged. 

  Moor at a safe depth to 
allow for changes in water levels.
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